Why were the European Jews so hated? From The Spectator 


It is chiefly as brokers or middlemen that the Jews are so prominent. Seldom a business 
transaction of any kind takes place without their intervention, and from both sides they 
receive compensation. To enumerate some of their other occupations, constantly 
denounced by the public: they are the principal dealers in spirits; keepers of "vodka" 
(drinking) shops and houses of ill-fame; receivers of stolen goods; illegal pawnbrokers and 
usurers. A branch they also succeed in is as government contractors. With their 
knowledge of handling money, they collude with unscrupulous officials in defrauding the 
State to vast amounts annually. In fact, the malpractices of some of the Jewish community 


have a bad influence on those whom they come in contact with. 


From first to last, the Jew has his hand in everything. He advances the seed for sowing, 
which is generally returned in kind -- quarters for bushels. As harvest time comes round, 
money is required to gather in the crops. This is sometimes advanced on hard conditions; 
but the peasant has no choice; there is no one to lend him money, and it is better to 
secure something than to lose all. Very often the Jew buys the whole crop as it stands in 
the field on his own terms. It is thus seen that they themselves do not raise agricultural 
products, but they reap the benefits of others’ labor, and steadily become rich, while 
proprietors are gradually getting ruined. In their relation to Russia they are compared to 
parasites that have settled on a plant not vigorous enough to throw them off, and which is 


being sapped of its vitality. 


there is scarce a village without some Jews in it, who do not cultivate land themselves, but 


lie in wait like spiders for the failing Bauer." 


The Jew is no less active in profiting by the vices and necessities of the peasant than by 
those of the noble. As sure as he gains a settlement in a village the peasantry become 


poor. 


The Jew is no less active in profiting by the vices and necessities of the peasant than by 
those of the noble. As sure as he gains a settlement in a village the peasantry become 
poor. In Austrian Poland, the worst of the peasant's sluggish content is that it has given 
him over to the exactions of the Jews. The Jews are in fact the lords of the country. They 
are lords not less alien to the people than the Norman was to the Saxon, and perhaps not 
always more merciful, though in their hands is the writ of ejection instead of the 


conqueror's sword. 


As money-lenders the Jews are as maggots and parasites, aggravating and feeding on 
the diseases of the land. Once in the money-lender's clutches, rarely escapes till he is 
squeezed dry, when he is either thrown aside, crushed and ruined, or cast into a dungeon, 


where, fettered and starved, he is probably left to die a slow and horrible death. 


A swarm of Jews has within the last ten years settled in nearly every Southern town, many 
of them men of no character, opening cheap clothing and trinket shops, ruining or driving 
out of business many of the old retailers, and engaging in an unlawful trade with the 


simple negroes, which is found very profitable. 


Jewish usurers got the simple-minded peasants into their toils and sold them out of their 
homesteads till the peasants would bear it no longer, and an outbreak ensued. Those 
working for the depart of state were worried that the Jews might wind up on US and there 


was certainly panic in their community. 


The actual meaning of the anti-Semitic measures prescribed by our government is not 
animosity to the religion of the Jews; neither are those measures a deliberate hunting 
down of the feeble by the powerful; they are an effort to relieve the Empire of the injurious 
struggle against those particular traits of Hebrew character that were obstructing the 
progress of our people along their own line of natural development. It may be said in 
general, that the anti-Semitic movement in Russia is a demonstration by the non-Hebrew 
part of the population against tendencies of Hebrews which have characterized them the 


world over, and to which they adhere in Russia. 


